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Long-time CIO John Thomas Resigns.  

Francine Neiling Named Successor. 

 

In late January 2020 the College will be losing Chief Information Officer and Assistant VP 

of Technology John Thomas to retirement.  After 24 years of service to the college John 

has decided to pursue less work and more football and family.  

 

John began his career at FSC as the Director of Institutional Research upon hire in 

1995.  Prior to assuming the role he had been working in Virginia for Jenzabar, Inc., our 

current database vendor.  John's hands-on experience as Jenzabar's project manager for the 

financial products team made him an excellent choice for the college which had been using 

the Jenzabar product for some time.  John would later advance his career with FSC to 

become the leader over the institution's technology unit.   

 

Director of Information Services Francine Neiling shall succeed John in early 2020.  As 

the new chief information officer, Francine will assume all of the same responsibilities John 

oversaw ensuring there is no lapse in our normal and responsive services in the information 

technology services department.  

 

In September 1995 Francine applied for a position at the college in response to an 

advertisement placed in the local newspaper for a secretary in the registrar's office.  She was 

hired into the advancement office three weeks later making just 6 dollars an hour as a data 

entry clerk.  In her tenure she would move on to work for institutional research and 

admissions before settling in the ITS office in 2007.   

 

We congratulate Francine on her well-deserved promotion and wish the best for John 

Thomas in his pending retirement.  The pair has worked exceptionally well together as a 

team and their partnership will be missed. 

  

 
 

 



 

 

The College’s business offices will be closed Tuesday, Dec. 24 through 

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2019 in observance of the Christmas holiday. 

  

The College will resume normal operating hours on 

Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020. 

  

 

 

 

 

BENEFITS CORNER 

------------------------------ 

Compare Health Costs and Quality with Provider Finder 

  

How often do you compare prices on a product before making a purchase? Nowadays, 

most of us like to do a little research to help make sure we are getting a good value. 

 

Costs may vary greatly depending on where you go – and the higher cost does not 

always mean that the quality is better! For example, the cost for an MRI may vary 

between $475 and $2517 depending on where you go. And CT scans may vary between 

$343 and $2,283! There’s a huge difference between those amounts! 

 

Unfortunately, sometimes patients may have medical procedures done without even 

knowing how much it will cost or how highly rated the doctor or provider is. 

 

By doing some research before you go to the doctor, you can make changes in how 

much you might pay out-of-pocket for health care. 

 

Click HERE to read the full Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois article. 

 

Source:  Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois  
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Check out the latest edition of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois's LifeTimes, an e-

newsletter for BCBSIL participants. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW Faces 

The College is pleased to welcome the following new employees to campus. 
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Tyler Blanton 

Athletic Facilities 

Grounds Crewmember 

 

Romel Boiser 

Director of Community Living 

for Operations 

 



 

 

Dayle Lane 

Assistant Director of 

Student Involvement 

 

MaryCeleste Mendoza 

Materials and Laboratory 

Coordinator 

 



 

 

Daniel Perkins 

Athletic Facilities 

Grounds Crewmember 

 

Jeannie Pond 

Career Counselor 

 



 

 

Gabriela Sanchez 

Custodian 

 

Christopher Wilkinson 

General Maintenance Crewmember 

 

 

TIAA Tid-Bit 

---------------------------- 

TIAA Live Webinar Series 

  

TIAA offers employees easy-to-understand instructor-led sessions, with live question 

and answer or convenient replays for FREE.  Deep dives on a range of personal 

finance issues—budgeting, life insurance, saving for retirement and more help 

employees plan their 403(b) investment strategy through the college's defined 

contribution retirement plan with TIAA.  Lunchtime or anytime sessions for those 

starting out to those nearing retirement.  Employees pick and register.  Log in to your 

TIAA account to register. 

 

Here's a look at offerings in December. 
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 SPECIAL TOPIC: Planning for diminished capacity and illness 12/10, 12-1 p.m. 

 Postcards From the Future: A woman’s guide to financially ever after 12/10, 3-4 

p.m. 

 SPECIAL TOPIC: Responsible Investing—Portfolios with purpose 12/11, 12-1 

p.m. 

 Inside Money: Managing income and debt 12/11, 3-4 p.m. 

 SPECIAL TOPIC: Planning for retirement—The why, what and how 12/12, 12-1 

p.m. 

 SPECIAL TOPIC: All About IRAs 12/12, 3-4 p.m. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To schedule an appointment with the College’s employee advisor, Christine 

Carter, in Tampa call (813) 632-5126 or e-mail ccarter@tiaa-cref.org .  

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Annual Employee Service Awards Ceremony 

 

When: Tuesday, December 3 

Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Where: Thrift Alumni Center 

 

All employees of the College are invited to help recognize the employment 

anniversary and achievements of their coworkers who met an employment service 

milestone in 2019. Employees being recognized during the ceremony will have met 

5, 10, 15, 20, 25, even 35 years of service, or more!  Refreshments will be served. 

  

 

12 Days of Discounts is Here 

  

Employees are reminded that they regularly enjoy a 20% discount on purchases in 

the Frank Lloyd Wright Gift Shop.   Additionally, for each day of December 1 - 12 the 

gift shop will feature a daily specialty item that will be offered at a 25% discount to 
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employees.  There's free gift wrapping, too!  Click here to check out some great gift 

ideas: https://shopfllw.flsouthern.edu/  

 

Employees also enjoy a daily 10% discount on items purchased in the book 

store.  The book store is located just under Wynee's Bistro and features great FSC 

logo'd gear such as shirts, pants, jackets, shorts, accessories, and more. 

 

And don't forget, admission  for FSC employees to the Polk Museum of Art is free. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Highlight:  Investment Policy Statement 

  

The  College offers eligible employees participation in a 403(b) Retirement Plan 

known as a Defined Contribution Retirement Plan administered by TIAA.  The 

college's policy on the management of that Plan is known as the Investment Policy 

Statement, or IPS.  The IPS is intended to establish and adopt a set of guidelines for 

the selection of the Plan’s investment alternatives to be offered to the participants as 

well as the periodic evaluation and monitoring of said investment alternatives. 

 

The IPS details the purpose and objectives of the policy itself, asset class guideliness, 

duties and responsiblities of the plan committee and investment manager, control 

procedures, plan review, and more.  Employees are strongly encouraged to review the 

Investment Policy Statement as well as keep regularly informed on their own fund 

performances. 

 

To read the IPS in full download a copy from the employee portal.  In the Employee 

Info tab click on Employee Benefits Summaries and Forms in the left-hand tool 

bar.  Then scroll down to the section labeled Retirement. 
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The Word on Well-Being 

 

Wellness Champion Spotlight:  Keith Huneycutt 

 
This month's wellness champion is Dr. Keith Huneycutt, english professor.  Keith 

states his wellness habits which keep him healthy and in good shape are "pretty 

simple".  He says his routine includes using the weight machines in the Wellness 

Center lobby several times a week.  For aerobic fitness, he walks on a Wellness Center 

treadmill, set on an incline, and also rides a stationary bike at home.  

 

"I walk to work, around the campus, and throughout the surrounding neighborhoods 

– we’re lucky to have good sidewalks, some hills, and interesting places for walking in 

every direction with FSC as the center point", says Keith. He also includes gardening, 

yardwork, and housework as part of his physical activity routine.  To add to that he 

enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking and canoeing.  

 

Keith adds, "I try to keep moving as much as reasonably possible, and I use a 

pedometer (and the Healthmiles website) to keep track of my activity. I’m pretty 

careful about what I eat, which seems to help". 



 

 

If you've got a wellness champion in your office let us know about him or her at 

HR@flsouthern.edu . 

  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Available Now:  Click here to see the most recent edition of 

Wespath’s Dimensions well-being newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

SAFETY MATTERS! 

  

Fall Time Change Brings Early Darkness 

  

Now that the clocks have been set back an hour we're seeing the loss of day light hours 

as early as 5 p.m. daily.  This means, our campus is getting darker much earlier in the 

evening than in the summer months.  Employees who find themselves leaving work 

after 5 p.m. are reminded to be cautious of your surroundings in those twilight and 

dusk hours.   Once the sun completely sets, it gets pretty dark on our well-shaded 

campus.  And, during student break periods it's also pretty abandoned in many 

areas.  This makes a prime setting for criminals looking for easy targets. 

 

The College's Department of Campus Safety and Security is open 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week.  Employees are encouraged to utilize safety any time they feel faced with a 

security concern, even if that means just walking to the car in the dark.  If an employee 

finds themself having to walk through campus in the dark after hours a safety officer 

can be available to escort employees.   

 

Employees can also use the buddy system and walk with a friend.  Remember to watch 

each other safely enter the vehicle and close the door. 

 

Also remember to watch your footing.  With less light we tend to not see hazards in our 

path like roots in the ground, ruts in the road, cracks in the sidewalks, obstructions, 

and uneven surfaces.  Use a flashlight to light your way.  Most cell phones have a 

flashlight feature built-in which can be placed on your home screen for easy access. 

 

And finally, employees in administrative offices late night  should notify Safety that 
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they are in their building.  This let's safety know to do a random check on occupants 

and a follow-up to make sure the building is left secured.  In the event of a 

severe workplace accident, an employee could be left without the medical attention 

they need if no one is aware that the employee is in the building. 

 

It's easy to get too comfortable in our surroundings and forget to take 

precautions.  Maintaining full awareness of your surroundings goes a long way in 

keeping you safe and healthy. 

   

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

What's Up, Moc? 

Take a look at campus life at FSC.  

 

 

 
 

 

Robbie Davis, head coach of women's golf, will be inducted 

into the Women's Golf Coaches Association (WGCA) 

Coaches Hall of Fame on Dec, 8 at the WGCA Hall of Fame 

Induction Ceremony at Planet Hollywood Resort in Las 

Vegas. 

 

Robbie began his career at FSC in October 1996 as a coach 

for the women's golf team.  This 23-year veteran employee 

has led the lady Moccasins to four NCAA Division II National 

Championships and five runner-up finishes. He's also been 

responsible for advancing the mocs to NCAA postseason 

play 19 times, including 13 trips to the NCAA 

Championships. Read the full story here. 
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The College opened its very own Steak and Shake location on Nov. 5.  Located just 

inside Wynee's Bistro, the new restaurant venue is one of many eateries on campus 

available to students and employees. Employees are reminded to bring their photo ID 

to enjoy a discount.  Read more here. 

 

 

 

Florida Southern College President Anne Kerr and the College’s Board of Trustees, 

joined by special guests including Jean and Sal Campisi, Sr., dedicated the new 

Campisi Academic Center for Physical Therapy during a noontime ceremony on Nov. 

15.  Remarks by Dr. Kerr and other FSC dignitaries were followed by an official ribbon-

cutting and tours of the facility, led by students from the School of Physical 

Therapy.   Read the full story here.   
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HOW TO GET THE WORD IN 

   
If you have news to share in the Wright Word please send it to HR@flsouthern.edu . Or, 
just let us know what you think about the newsletter. 
 
And don't forget, we love to see new editions to the family even if the baby photos are of 
the four-legged, furry kind! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SHOP FSC GEAR 

The Florida Southern College official online store is 

open. Click the button above for FSC gear! 

  

SHOP FLW GIFTS 

The Frank Lloyd Wright Gift Shop at FSC is 

open.  Click the button above for great gifts! 

 

TOURISM CENTER AT FSC 

Florida Southern employees, and their immediate 

family members, enjoy the benefit of FREE tours of 

the Frank Lloyd Wright Architecture through the 

Sharp Family Tourism Center at FSC.  To learn 

more about the Center and to check-out touring 

options please click the button above.   
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