TA K E T H E N E X T S T E P

Visit our website for more
information on our programs
at www.flsouthern.edu/sage

Attend an
information session

Talk to an Admission Counselor
about what Florida Southern
has to offer you

Complete the FSC application
online at
www.flsouthern.edu/apply

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Office of Adult and Graduate Admission
111 Lake Hollingsworth Drive
Lakeland, FL 33801-5698
863.680.4205
www.flsouthern.edu/sage

F L O R I D A S O U T H E R N TA K E S
CARING TO THE NEXT LEVEL.
At FSC, you’ll have the experience and education you need to take your
nursing career to the next level. And you’ll have a degree from a program
known for producing leaders in the profession.
Why FSC?
Flexible scheduling

Florida Southern College offers the
following advanced nursing degrees:

Our programs are designed with multiple semesters of
entry and conviently scheduled courses

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)
Available to currently licensed registered nurses
who would like to complete their BSN degree:
• RN-to-BSN program

Personalized attention
Small classes mean you’ll get the individual
attention critical to nursing education.

Accelerated terms
In the RN-to-BSN program, our seven week academic
terms enable you to complete up to 36 credit hours
per year.

Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)
Four tracks available:
• Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist
• Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner
• Family Nurse Practitioner
• Nurse Educator
Post Masters Certificates
• Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist
• Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner
• Nurse Educator
• Family Nurse Practitioner

Holly Lewis, BSN ‘11
Staff Nurse at Lakeland Regional Health, M6 Nephrology
Recipient of Polk County Organization of Nurse Executives
2014 Nurse of the Year

With the help of the skilled and attentive faculty at Florida Southern, I was transformed into a
focused and prepared healthcare professional. Wherever they are found in the clinical setting,
FSC nursing graduates stand out.

FACULTY
Florida Southern’s nursing
faculty members are mentors,
role models, and expert
resources. They’re dedicated to
helping you master new skills,
critically evaluate situations, and
integrate your knowledge with
practical experience. With their
constant support, you’ll develop
a nursing practice that utilizes
innovative approaches and
effectively delivers care within
diverse settings.

FACILITIES
With a state-of-the-art nursing
skills lab and treatmentsimulation laboratory, the
Joe K. and Alberta Blanton
Nursing Building gives you access
to the latest technology.

WHY EARN A BSN?
Because a BSN puts you in
demand. Here’s how:
• Large hospitals seeking or
trying to maintain magnet
status need advanced nurse
managers. Nurses with a
BSN have greater job opportunities
and earn higher average incomes
than those with a diploma or an
associates degree.
• The number of BSN-prepared
nurses in acute care hospitals
is increasing, while the number
of nurses with associate degrees
is decreasing.
• In a survey conducted by the
American Association of Colleges
of Nursing (AACN), more than
79 percent of employers now
require or prefer nurses with
a bachelor’s degree.

R N -T O - B S N
Are you ready to challenge yourself and advance your nursing career?
FSC’s RN-to-BSN program provides unique opportunities for personal and professional growth.
Building on your individual experience, you’ll have the additional education you need to develop
leadership and communication skills, handle critical situations in a variety of healthcare settings,
and initiate projects to improve care to your patients.

Program Requirements

Admission Requirements

• If you have earned an associate of arts degree
from a regionally accredited community college
in Florida, you will have met all general education
requirements and may have earned up to 62 hours
toward the RN-to-BSN degree.

• Completed online application

• If you have earned a diploma in nursing or an
associate of science degree, the maximum of
62 semester hours from a regionally accredited
community college may be applied toward the BSN
degree. This includes 30 semester hours awarded
for prior nursing courses upon verification of a valid
transcript from an accredited college or university
and a valid Florida Registered Nurse license.
• If an A.A. was not earned at another institution
prior to matriculation at Florida Southern, courses
toward FSC’s general education requirement will be
awarded on a course-by-course basis. The registrar
will have final say regarding which courses will be
awarded transfer credit toward the BSN.

• Official transcripts of all academic work
– If less than 60 credit hours have been
earned from a regionally accredited college
or university, official high school transcripts
are also required
• Proof of current active licensure as a
Registered Nurse in the state of Florida

The Institute of Medicine
recommends that

80%
of hospital nurses
nationwide hold at least
a BSN by 2020.

Josh Genrich RN, BSN, MSN ‘16
South Florida Baptist Hospital

My RN-to-BSN experience at Florida Southern College has far exceeded my expectations. My
professors were knowledgeable as well as encouraging and supportive. I could not have asked for a
better program.

The baccalaureate degree in nursing at Florida Southern College is accredited by the
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (http://www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation).

MSN
At Florida Southern, our Master of Science in Nursing program lets you build on the foundations
of your BSN and focus on a specific area of advanced nursing. Coursework is designed for working
nursing professionals — face-to-face classes meet one day a week, and you can complete two
classes on the same day. Along with cutting-edge technology and personalized attention from
accessible and impressively credentialed full-time faculty, our program features four distinct
curriculum tracks, each addressing a vital area in health care.

MSN Tracks:

MSN Admission Requirements

• Adult-Gerontology Primary Care
Nurse Practitioner
Be prepared to practice autonomously, diagnose
and treat patients, and provide direct care to
patients 13 years and older.

• A completed online graduate application form
• A résumé or CV of educational and work experience
• Professional Statement (No more than 2 pages single
spaced in length) Statement should highlight relevant
work history and immediate and long term professional
goals as an advanced-practice nurse. Statement should
demonstrate an understanding of the scope of an
advanced-practice nurse and be specific to the MSN
track selected.
• Three professional recommendations
(FSC recommendation forms are available online)
• Official transcripts of all academic work
– An official transcript verifying graduation from a
state-approved and regionally accredited Bachelor
of Science in Nursing program with an overall
undergraduate grade point average of a 3.0 or
higher on a four-point scale
• Proof of current active licensure as a Registered Nurse
in the state of Florida
• A “C” or better in the following undergraduate
prerequisite courses: NUR 3106 Basics of Health
Assessment, NUR 4110 Evidence Based Health Care,
and MAT 2022 Elementary Statistics or MAT 2032
Biostatistics
• Minimum of one year experience as a registered nurse
• Completion of a criminal background check,
proof of immunization, and a ten-panel drug
screen prior to beginning the program (if admitted)
• A personal interview may be required with application

• Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist
As an adult-gerontology clinical nurse specialist,
you’ll have the knowledge to care for patients, to
work with and to evaluate nursing practice, and
take on leadership roles in your organization.
• Nurse Educator
This track prepares you to teach in an academic
or healthcare setting by giving you expertise in
teaching strategies and learning principles.
• Family Nurse Practitioner
Be prepared to provide and direct care to families
including adults and children.

Scott Kautz, MSN ‘15
Lakeland Regional Health

I chose FSC for my MSN for a number of reasons: it was local, I could keep my full-time job, the
classes were face to face, and I knew I wasn’t going to be a number here.
The master’s degree in nursing at Florida Southern College is accredited by the Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Education (http://www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation).

