
State of Florida v. Casey Murphy 

 
On August 20, 2018, Casey Murphy enrolled as a freshman at Southern Coastal University 

(“SCU”) in Palmetto County, Florida, a Top 20 public university. Murphy, 18 years old, aspired 

to attend SCU since his/her childhood because the Murphy family is a legacy at MCU. Murphy’s 

grandfather, grandmother, mother, and aunt attended SCU. Murphy’s brother, Patrick, was also 

entering his senior year at SCU at the time of Murphy’s enrollment.  

 

However, Murphy’s road to enrollment was not simple. Prior to graduating from Summer Creek 

High School in May 2018, Murphy was waitlisted at SCU. Murphy planned to attend a local 

junior college starting that fall when, on August 1, 2018, Murphy received an admission letter 

from SCU. As a condition of enrollment, Murphy was placed on a “No Excuses” probationary 

status, requiring Murphy to maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average and to avoid any 

violations of federal and state law or the SCU Student Conduct Code.  

 

In October 2018, Murphy was visiting his/her brother’s apartment when Murphy found a 

notebook with the emblem for the secret society and protest group “SCU Underground.” SCU 

Underground was allegedly founded in the 1940s as “SCU For Change” for selected students to 

promote progress and diverse ideals on campus. However, SCU administration refused to 

acknowledge the group as an official campus organization, so it carried on its agenda without 

approval. SCU Underground met occasionally in secret but spread its messages to the public 

using eye-catching artwork and publications (in print and, eventually, online). The group was 

indisputably apolitical and did not condone violence. 

 

Murphy asked his/her brother about the notebook. In response, Patrick asked Murphy whether 

he/she would want to attend the organization’s next meeting as a recruit. SCU Underground met 

on November 7, 2018, at 11:35 p.m. at the campus’s “old student union.” During the Fall 

semester, SCU was undergoing significant renovations to its campus. Among them was the 

scheduled demolition of the student union. The new student union opened across campus during 

the previous summer. Murphy learned that Patrick was the group’s leader and that the group 

planned to protest alleged corruption within the university’s current administration.  

 

At 12:21 a.m., SCU Police Department (“SCUPD”) Sergeant Morgan Hatfield received a call 

complaining of a fire at the old student union. Hatfield reported to the scene within two minutes 

of the call and witnessed nine students fleeing. Hatfield was able to ascertain one of those 

students, Casey Murphy. Hatfield immediately arrested Murphy for misdemeanor trespassing 

and took Murphy to the SCUPD station house on campus. According to Hatfield, Murphy 

confessed to starting the fire at about 9:00 a.m. during a recorded interview. Hatfield arrested 

Murphy for felony arson, in violation of Florida Statutes 806.01. The State charged Murphy with 

first-degree arson but is pursuing second-degree arson as a lesser-included offense.  

 

Murphy now claims the fire was an electrical fire prompted by the building’s demolition and that 

any statement to Hatfield was coerced. The State will present the testimony of Hatfield, Fire 

Marshall Jess McCoy, and Taylor Young (a member of SCU Underground). Murphy’s defense 

will present the testimony of Forensic Psychologist Alex Rosengarten, Murphy’s friend Cal 

Robbins, and Murphy.  


