
Justice Teaching Center
For Civic Learning



How it began…
§ When R. Fred Lewis was appointed to the 

Florida Supreme Court, he began visiting 
classrooms to teach about the judicial branch. 
He would visit three to four schools a month 
with Annette Boyd Pitts to teach all types of 
students and all grade levels.  He soon realized 
that he was only reaching a fraction of the 
students that needed a resource person. 



About Justice Teaching 

§ Created in 2006,  when he was Chief Justice, 
Justice Teaching provides a partnership program 
pairing lawyers and judges with elementary, 
middle, and high school classes.  The program 
has relocated to Florida Southern College and will 
provide training and interactive resource 
materials including nonpartisan, law-focused 
civics lessons and activities.



Justice Teaching 
Center 

Components

§ Partnerships with attorneys and judges in the 
classroom;

§ Training for volunteers;

§ Nonpartisan, law-focused civics lessons and 
activities aligned with state standards in civics and 
government;

§ Classroom simulations and academic competitions;

§ And more…..including future professional 
development opportunities for teachers and other 
law-related interactive programs and resources.



Nationally 
Recognized 

Model:
Sandra Day O’Connor 

National Advancements in 
Civic Education Award



About Justice Teaching 
§ Justice Teaching was formed in response to state and 

national surveys documenting that Americans in 
general know little about the operation of the American 
justice system, and they do not understand the basic 
principles underlying our constitutional institutions and 
structures.

§ Through the Justice Teaching initiative, more than 
4,700 lawyer and judge volunteers in Florida have been 
trained and partnered with schools.



Mission
§ The mission of the Center is to advance justice and law-focused civic 

education through innovative partnerships, instructional resources, 
training, and interactive programs. 

§ The Justice Teaching Center seeks to improve public understanding 
of  our laws and legal processes, and the role of the courts in our 
constitutional design, while cultivating critical thinking and problem-
solving skills. 

§ Pairing judges and attorneys with elementary, middle, and high 
schools, Justice Teaching strives to provide a human side to justice 
while  engaging with students of all ages. 



How It Works: 
Justice Teaching 

To volunteer, or to 
request a volunteer, 
register online for the 
program. 

Lawyers and judges 
maintain contact with 
local Select Committee 
members.

Volunteer lawyers and 
judges participate in a 
training session to learn 
about the program, 
standards-based 
curriculum, and 
presentation tips for the 
classroom. 

Report on your visits and 
upload information and 
photos using Justice 
Teaching online 
reporting portal.

Volunteers schedule  
time to talk with partner 
and discuss date(s) for 
classroom visits, 
specific lessons, and 
more.



Based on classroom experiences…



Overview of 
Lessons:

Short Takes 

§ Some activities and icebreakers can be 
done in 30 minutes or less, including:
§ Each One, Teach Many 
§ Judicial Bingo 
§ Civics Match Up
§ Teaching About Controversial Issues 



Overview of 
Lessons:

Elementary

§A Roadmap to Government 
§The Candy Game 

§The Meaning of Rules 

§Yertle the Turtle and the Rule of Law 
§No Animals on Campus 

§Career Day: Looking at Lawyers and 
Judges 

§Constitution Day and Law Day lessons

§Many NEW lessons coming!!



Overview of 
Lessons:

Middle and High 
School

§Landmark Cases

§Civics Match Up

§U.S. Constitution Scavenger Hunt 

§The Florida Courts and the 
Constitution

§Sorting Out the Courts

§ Interpreting Rules 

§#JustAdulting Quiz Show 

§And so many more….. 



Overview of 
Lessons:

Case Studies for 
Middle and High 

School

§ Landmark Cases addressed in Florida’s 
standards including: Tinker v. Des Moines, 
Brown v. Board of Education, U.S. v. Nixon, 
Mirada v. Arizona, D.C. v. Heller, and more 

§ Also included: 

§ State court cases and many more to be added throughout 
the year.



Judges as 
Presenters

Use of resource persons, such as judges 
and lawyers, in the classroom and in training 
programs has proven to be an effective 
strategy.



Sign up now to be partnered 
with a volunteer!



Justice Teaching Center for Civic Learning



Contact :
justiceteaching
@flsouthern.edu

Opening Summer 2019


