
Middle School Questions for We the People the Citizen and the Constitution 

Unit One 

Do we need government?  Why or why not? What ideas about government and 
philosophers influenced our Founders?  Define a constitutional government. How 
can we organize government to protect against abuses of power?  

 
Sample follow up questions: 

 Is our government a republic or a democracy, or both? Provide your most 

persuasive arguments and cite your sources. Define both terms in your answer. 

 What role does representation play in a republic and a democracy?  

 What would life be like without government? 

 What are some characteristics of a good government? 

 

Unit Two 

What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence? Where does 
government derive its powers according to the Declaration of Independence? 
Identify the complaints against the King, outlined in the Declaration of Independence 
that addressed the judiciary or the legal system.  

Sample follow up questions: 

 How would you explain in your own words what a good government should 

be? 

 What rights are in the Declaration of Independence, and what do they mean?   

 The Declaration of Independence states, “we hold these truths to be self-

evident…..”  What does self-evident mean? What truths are referred to in this 

quote? 

 What are unalienable rights? 
 In the Declaration of Independence, it states that whenever any form of 

government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People…to 

do something. What does the Declaration of Independence say it is the Right of 

the People to do under these circumstances? 

 



Unit Three 

Some have said that the Constitution is a “bundle of compromises.”  In February 

1787, Congress decided that a convention should be held to revise the Articles of 

Confederation. In May, fifty-five delegates came to Philadelphia to participate in the 

Constitutional Convention. What conflicts and compromises led to the replacement of 

the Articles with the creation of the United States Constitution? Identify three or more 

controversies/conflicts and related compromises. 

Sample follow up questions: 

 What were the problems with the Articles of Confederation? 

 If you had been a delegate, would you have agreed with all of the 

compromises? Explain your positions. 

 Many people including Thomas Jefferson thought it was a huge mistake 

not to include a Bill of Rights in the Constitution. What was the remedy 

for this? How important do you think the Bill of Rights is in our 

Constitution? 

Unit Four 

Which branch of government has the final responsibility for determining whether an 

act by the President is constitutional?  

Define judicial review and provide examples at the state and federal level. What is the 

significance of the Marbury v. Madison case?  

  Sample follow up questions: 

 What is federalism? 

 What is the Supreme law of the land? Cite your source. What does that mean? 

 Should the Supreme Court have the power to determine if a statute passed by a 

legislative body is unconstitutional? Why or why not? 

 How are judges different from officials in the legislative or executive branches? 

 

 

 

 



Unit Five 

Why was the inclusion of a Bill of Rights an important element of debate during the 

ratification process? What does the Bill of Rights encompass? What rights in the Bill 

of Rights do you feel are most important and why? 

Sample follow up questions: 

 If you could add any additional rights to the United States Constitution, what 

would you include?  

 Are there any rights you would exclude that are currently in the Constitution?  

 What are the five rights in the First Amendment?  

 Should our rights ever be limited? If so, under what circumstances? 

 

Unit Six 

In a recent survey by the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University of 

Pennsylvania, 56% of Americans could name the three branches of government. 

Twenty percent could not name any of the branches of government. How important is 

an educated citizenry to our form of government? Should students be required to take 

civics and government courses? If so, during what grades? Should adults be required 

to pass a civic literacy test before they can vote? What other strategies would you 

recommend to increase civic literacy in our country?  

  Sample follow up questions: 

 What other ways can people participate in government, in addition to voting?  

 Should voting be voluntary or compulsory? 

 Should voting be restricted by age or by knowledge? 

 What constitutes civic literacy? Should students who pass the civics and 

government test in Florida be permitted to vote, no matter what their age?  

 What current international matters or situations do you think are of most 

concern for the United States today? Why? How can our foreign policy deal 

with these concerns? 

 


