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Reading 2008-2009 TIP #1: How to attack words REVLOC  
After making sure that the students know the sounds and names of the consonants and short 

vowels….. Even at the middle and high school levels- Teach the following.  
There are six syllable types : ( U can post and use as reference for helping to decode.) 
R– Controlled A syllable that has an “r” right after the vowel. The vowel sound is neither short or 
long.  Example:  dur  spar  har  far (hear the “r”?) 
E– magic e  Always at the end of a word and follows the pattern VCE (vowel, consonant, e)  Magic e 
jumps over the consonant to make the previous vowel long. (ALWAYS)  
Example: kite, make, cake, skate 
V– vowel teams  Two vowels together usually make one sound  Example: oak, seem, train  
L– Consonant + le  This syllable is usually at the end of a word. Example: maple, mantle, cattle 
O– Open  A syllable ending in a vowel (VC or CV) is OPEN and the vowel can be LONG and says 
its own name, or it can also make a schwa sound. (sounds like being punched in the stomach UH! ) (Check for magic 
e or Consonant +le first.) A vowel at the end of an accented syllable is long. Ex. Open, hi,  
C– Closed In a syllable a vowel followed by most consonants (CVC) is closed and the vowel gives its short 
sound. ( Check for R controlled or vowel team first.) Ex. Map, hat, camp  
Words that don’t fit the pattern may be blends or digraphs or learned words. We’ll cover those later– just 
make a list of these words. Give these strategies to your students and practice them in class! Word families 
will give you examples to use.  Build nonsense words too. 
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20% of 
the 
students 
sitting in 
your class have a language 
processing difference.  Use 
appropriate accommodations 
to assist them with learning 
your content area material. 

Latest Research: 
Reading is Brain 
Science! 
Instruction in 
Content-Area Classes 
Content-area teachers 

use many strategies to support their 
students’ growth in academic literacy, 
but current research suggests that 
students’ growth in literacy could be further enhanced by providing 
more effective instruction in the  following six ways: 
Comprehension strategies      Discussion 
High Standards                 Reading Writing Connection 
Motivation and Engagement    Content Learning           
http://www.fcrr.org/ 

While it is clear that content-area teachers cannot be expected to teach 
struggling readers basic reading skills, they can teach strategies, use 
appropriate instructional routines, lead and facilitate discussions, raise 
standards, and create engaging learning environments that help students 
improve their ability to comprehend text. 
Excerpt:  
http://www.fcrr.org/Interventions/pdf/Principals%20Guide-Secondary.pdf 

Letters make 

sounds…..sounds 

make words. 
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Word Walls that Work 
1. Make them memorable. 
A Chunking Wall helps students decode unknown words by analogy and promotes 
phonemic awareness. 
2. Make them useful. 
use the Word Walls to spell high-frequency words during modeled writing, to generate 
correct spelling while writing aloud, or to decode a masked word in text, the more your 
students will use the Walls to do the same. 
3. Make them practical. 
Incorporate Word Walls into your daily wordplay activities. Use Word Wall words 
you've already targeted, for making word ladders, word sorts, and word hunts. Such 
practice helps kids gain automaticity with these key references. Use key words as 
spelling words, too. 
3. Make them hands on. 
Create flashcards that can be used with small groups. Attach words with Velcro and 
pockets to sort words when learned. 

4. Make them Space Efficient. 
Use a tri-fold board to create your word wall if 
you don’t have enough wall space or want to have 
the option of putting it away at times. 
5. Make them YOUR way. 
Organize your Walls in a way that is practical to 
students. Be creative and trust your observations. 
Don’t fall in the PIT by….  
Putting up the Word Wall at the beginning of the 
year, telling kids to use it, but failing to 
demonstrate how. 
Excerpt from: 
www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4380  

A lovely young mother asked her fourth-grade son about his school day. He 
answered with short responses. Finally, the mother just listened. The son then 
asked, "Why doesn’t my teacher like me?" 

Stunned, his mother probed further, "Why do you think she doesn’t like you? 
 
Read more to learn why this child felt his teacher didn’t like him.—  
—Adjusting Instruction to Meet Student’s Need— Understanding RTI 
 
http://www.reading.org/publications/reading_today/samples/RTY-0806-rti.html 

Content Area Tip: 

Physical Education 

http://www.pecentral.org/ 

This site provides lots of 

lessons and strategies for PE 

teachers.  If you need a neat 

idea to spice up your outdoor 

lessons, check it out! 

Content area tip- 

Science 
http://www.spartechsoftware.com/Reeko/ 

A really cool place to find experiments 

and ideas that hook students and make 

them want to learn more.  Perfect for 

science fair ideas. Check it out! 
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Did you know that many successful and famous people grew up with 

learning disabilities (LD) dyslexia and/or Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity 

Disorder (AD/HD)? Actor Orlando Bloom, business leader Charles 

Schwab, and Olympic diver Greg Louganis, to name a few, are all 

inspirations.  Talk with your students about some of these successful people whose 

interests they share or whose accomplishments they may admire. This will 

help them understand that they are not alone with struggles and will 

foster hope for future goals.  www. schwablearning.org/articles.aspx?r=258 

Fast fact: 26 letters...21 consonants and 6 vowels because the y is  
both a consonant and a vowel.  The letter y is always a consonant when  
starting a word or when starting a syllable:  yell,  yes,  yellow,  canyon 
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